
 

 

2021-2022 
BHS CHEER TRYOUT PACKET 

TRYOUT OPEN GYM (OPTIONAL) 
Tuesday, April 13th 

3-5PM 
BHS South Gym 

 
TRYOUT CLINIC 

Thursday, April 15th 
3-5PM 

BHS South Gym 
 

TRYOUT 
Friday, April 16th 

First group starts promptly at 3PM 
BHS South Gym 

 
COACH CONTACT INFO 

Gracyn Timm 
Varsity Head Coach 

paulg@district87.org 



 
 

2   

2 

CHEER TRYOUT REGISTRATION 
 

You can complete registration right from your laptop or phone! 
 

Visit our website: 
 

www.wix.com/gracyntimm/bhsraidercheer 
 

All necessary tryout information and links will be available  
under the “Information” tab of our website! 

 
You will NOT be permitted to tryout  

until your full registration is complete 
 

TRYOUT CHECKLIST 
 

STEP ONE 
¨ Complete the BHS Athletic Online Registration 

 
STEP TWO 

¨ Read and sign this packet with a parent/guardian 
 

STEP THREE 
¨ Complete the BHS Cheer Tryout Application via Google Form 

by Thursday, April 15th before tryout at 3PM 
(*please use your BJ/BHS STUDENT email to register*) 

 
Please contact Coach Gracyn  

at paulg@district87.org with any questions! 
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PROCESS: During the (optional) Tuesday open gym and (required) Thursday clinic, you will learn 1 
sideline and a dance, and have the opportunity to work on jumps and learn the BHS jump 
approach, standing and running tumbling, and stunting. We highly recommend coming in early 
on Thursday to make sure you are registered properly and are allowed to tryout. You will be 
judged by informal observation on these days. Friday’s final tryout groups will be assigned 
randomly by drawing numbers, and you will tryout in groups of 3-5 in front of judges. In these 
groups, you will perform a short routine composed of jumps, standing tumbling (if you have it), 
and a dance. You will also perform a sideline with the group. Running tumbling (if you have it) 
will be performed individually. Stunting and attitude will be based on observation. Registration 
MUST be complete by Thursday, April 15th at the beginning on tryout or you will NOT be 
permitted to tryout. 
 
JUDGES: The judging panel includes the head coach of Varsity, the head coach of JV, and the 
assistant coaches, and can include previous cheer coaches in District 87. Any volunteers to help 
teach material or help with skills will NOT be assisting in the tryout process, will not be able to 
view scores, and will not be present during deliberations. 
 
ATTIRE: On Tuesday, everyone is required to wear black athletic shorts/spandex and a white 
tee/tank. On Thursday, same thing but a grey tee/tank. On Friday, again same thing, but a PLAIN 
black tee/tank. BJHS/BHS Cheer shirts are PROHIBITED, and you will be asked to change or wear 
your shirt inside out if worn. (*You are NOT required to purchase any clothing for this tryout. If you 
do not have a plain black shirt, you are encouraged to wear a shirt/tank you already own inside 
out*) Masks are required to wear at ALL times except when tumbling and stunting, as approved 
by D87, IHSA, and IDPH. You are also required to bring your own water bottle. 
 
If you have cheer shoes, you should wear them, otherwise please wear athletic shoes. Socks can 
be any kind but must be white. For all days, hair must be in a HIGH ponytail, completely off your 
face and you should wear a bow if you have one (can be white, black, purple, or gold). Bright nail 
polish, fake nails, and all jewelry are PROHIBITED during the tryout process. This includes new 
piercings and is NON-NEGOTIABLE, as it is an IHSA-enforced rule. 
 
RESULTS: No cuts will be made Thursday. The 2021-2022 BHS Cheer Team will be announced via 
emails you’ve submitted and our website (www.wix.com/gracyntimm/bhsraidercheer). You are 
encouraged to leave right after you complete your tryout. Team selection will be based on score 
sheets, attitude, judges’ suggestions and ultimately, the coaches’ decision. Please be considerate 
to all athletes trying out. Coaches and judges will NOT be available to speak after tryouts. 
 

This will be a very exciting year for the BHS Cheer program 
and we look forward to seeing you at tryouts! 
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21-22 SAMPLE JUDGE’S SHEET 
 NAME SIDELINE JUMP STANDING 

TUMBLING DANCE RUNNING 
TUMBLING 

COACHABILITY/ 
ATTITUDE TOTAL 

1 ATHLETE 1 
Comments: 
 

       

2 ATHLETE 2 
Comments: 
 

       

3 ATHLETE 3 
Comments: 
 

       

4 ATHLETE 4 
Comments: 
 

       

GROUP A                    JUDGE’S INITIAL ________ 
 

 NAME SIDELINE JUMP STANDING 
TUMBLING DANCE RUNNING 

TUMBLING 
COACHABILITY/ 

ATTITUDE TOTAL 

1 ATHLETE 5 
Comments: 
 

       

2 ATHLETE 6 
Comments: 
 

       

3 ATHLETE 7 
Comments: 
 

       

4 ATHLETE 8 
Comments: 
 

       

GROUP B                    JUDGE’S INITIAL ________ 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING SCORE SHEETS 
 

• Each category will be scored on a 0-5 scale 
• You will be able to review your scoresheet if desired after tryouts by emailing the coach 

(contact information on Page 1) 
• Each participant will be informed prior to final day tryout on what we are looking for in each 

category 
• If you do not have tumbling, that’s okay! You will be judged in the other areas that will 

contribute to your final score. Please do understand, however, that tumbling is a very 
important and essential aspect of competitive cheerleading 

• Coachability & Attitude: A cumulative score referring to the participant’s behavior toward 
coaches/fellow athletes during tryouts and in previous season(s), attendance/participation 
and work ethic, ineligibility frequency/GPA, tardy/referral frequency, and other factors to take 
into consideration. This category is up to judges’ discretion and will be an important factor. 

• The total score will be documented in an Excel spreadsheet so the judges can deliberate and 
make necessary decisions 

• There is no set team number for Varsity or JV teams. Judges and coaches will look over all 
aspects before finalizing team numbers and will ultimately be the head coaches’ decision. 
Again, remember that Freshmen-Juniors are considered for either the JV or Varsity team 

• Stunting will be judged informally during the optional open gym and tryout clinic. Stunting 
will not be formally judged on the final day of tryout. Stunting is an essential aspect of 
competitive cheerleading, so stunt experience/performance and position will be strongly 
considered in final team selection 

 
DISCLAIMER: Above is a general sample of what a judge’s scoresheet typically looks like, but 

may not be final and is subject to minor changes 
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TEAM COMMITMENT SHEET 
TO POTENITAL ATHLETES & PARENT/GUARDIAN(S):  
Thank you for your interested in the Bloomington High School Cheerleading program! Make sure 
you have all registrations completed no later than the first day of tryout, Thursday, April 15th. If you 
do not have everything completed by this date, you will not be permitted to participate in tryouts. 
Please carefully review all information included in this packet. 
 
Bloomington's Varsity and JV cheer programs have been consistently strong and successful, with 
impressive finishes in ICCA top 3, IHSA state, and Big 12 conference championships. As our program 
continues to strive to be even better, the skill level requirements increase, and strong commitment 
of athletes and parents are needed, just like any other sport. BHS cheer is a very demanding and 
time-consuming sport, so athletes should seriously consider the amount of time, hard work, and 
dedication necessary before making the commitment to try out for the team.  
 
Cheerleaders are ambassadors for the high school and will be held to a high standard of being in 
attendance for all necessary events, maintaining an acceptable GPA (passing 5 classes each 
semester AND week), and having good behavior, in and out of the uniform. 
 
If selected as a member of the 2021-2022 cheer team, you can expect to practice and prepare for the 
upcoming season consistently beginning immediately after tryouts. Summer camp is essential for 
all athletes, and the dates for JV and Varsity's NCA Speed Camp are July 6-8th, 2021. Tumbling 
instruction is also highly recommended if you plan to be considered for the competition team, so we 
highly recommend classes at a local cheer gym. Please contact Coach for recommendations. 
 
Below is a list of commitments and what to expect as the 2021-2022 season begins but keep in mind, 
this list is not complete and subject to change period all summer dates will be determined once the 
team is selected in all time conflicts have been collected from members. 

• Attend parent/athlete meeting that will be scheduled right after tryouts  
• Attend summer team practices, lifting/fitness/tumbling practices, and team bonding events 
• Participate in choreography camp (VA: July 27-28th, JV: TBA) 
• Attend summer camp (July 6-8th)/cheer prep classes (TBA) 
• Participate in all fundraising for team costs  

 
It is understandable that costs can be overwhelming, so we will do as much fund raising as possible 
to cover (most, if not all) expenses throughout the season. However, please keep in mind that 
cheerleading is generally an expensive sport and will require a strong commitment to fund raising 
and paying deadlines promptly. We plan on providing lots of opportunities for individual fund raising 
to lower these costs. Below is a general list of things you can expect to pay for throughout the season 
(costs are currently TBA but will be discussed and released at the parent meeting): 

• Past season debts (if you have them) 
• NCA Speed Camp 
• Camp/practice clothes & bows/accessories 
• Team warm-up, backpack, shoes, game bow, & poms 
• Competition bow & apparel 

 
ATHLETE SIGNATURE _____________________________________________ 
 
PARENT SIGNATURE ______________________________________________ 
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PARENT PERMISSION SHEET 
BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 
Parent/Athlete Conduct Agreement 
 
My child has permission to participate in open gyms, clinics, and tryouts to be a cheerleader at 
Bloomington High School.  
 
I understand the tryout process, and that all selection results are final and will not be reviewed 
after selections have been made and announced.  
 
I understand there is no guarantee my child will make the cheerleading team. I understand 
that if they were on last year's team, this does not guarantee a spot on this year's team. I fully 
understand that skills are evaluated every year. I understand this is a competitive cheerleading 
program and athletes must try out and be accepted into the program each year. I understand 
that my child is not guaranteed the same spot as last year I understand the tryout process is 
designed to select athletes capable of participating on a competitive cheerleading team. I 
understand the tryout process is then used to assess each athlete against core criteria.  
 
I understand that by the very nature of the activity as with any sport cheerleading carries a risk 
of physical injury. 
 
if I have a suggestion for improvement, I will review this with a coach and administrator at 
appropriate time period I agree to fully support the BHS cheerleading program in their 
decisions and know that I can email the coach to set up a meeting with myself, all coaches, and 
the athletic director if I have any question about my child's performance.  
 
I understand that even if my child makes the cheerleading team, there is a possibility they may 
be chosen to serve as an alternate or may not be considered for the competitive cheer team. 
 
I recognize that coaches have invested a great deal of time and energy to ensure my child will 
have a safe, successful season. I understand that the coaches will make decisions for the good of 
the entire group. I will keep that in mind before addressing concerns. I will bring up concerns in 
an appropriate and mutually respectful manner. 
 
I recognize that in order to try out for the cheer team, my child or myself must have successfully 
filled out our athletic registration on the district 87 website, which includes an up-to-date 
physical, must have passed/be passing 5 classes, and all necessary documents completed. I 
understand the registration process and that I can contact the coach with questions.  
 
I understand the financial commitment it takes to have my child participate in BHS shear and 
promised to commit and participate in all fund raising to help lower our child's costs. I 
understand that I will be responsible for paying any remaining balances and past balances if 
applicable to my child. 
 
I understand the time and commitment necessary to be a member of the BHS cheer team and 
will be flexible with dates as they are received and have read and understand everything in the 
Team Commitment Sheet & Parent Permission Sheet. 
 
ATHLETE SIGNATURE _____________________________________________ 
 
PARENT SIGNATURE ______________________________________________ 



 
 

7  

PLEASE BRING THIS PAGE TO TRYOUT! 


